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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 0156 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SY 

SUBJECT: FURTHER INFORMATION ON ASSASSINATION OF ALAWITE 
SECURITY OFFICIAL IN ALEPPO 

REF: DAMASCUS 0127 

1 . GENERALLY RELIABLE SOURCE REPORTED JANUARY 6 THAT ALI 
MAHANNA (HIS PRONUNCIATION), ALAWITE SECURITY OFFICIAL 
IN ALEPPO KILLED AROUND DECEMBER 28, WAS ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT TO SECURITY CHIEF, MUHAMMAD DUBBA. ACCORDING 
TO SOURCE, DUBBA UNDERSTOOD FRM MAHANNA'S DEATH THAT HE 
HAS BEEN TARGETED FOR ASSASSINATION AND QUICKLY SUBMITTED 
HIS RESIGNATION WHICH, SOURCE ADDED, WAS ACCEPTED. SOURCE 
SPECULATED KILLING OF MAHANNA AND SOME OTHER ASSASSINATION 
ATTEMPTS— PR TNCTPAT I ,Y THOSE AGAINST BAATH PARTY REGIONAL 
COMMAND MEMBERS HADID, AHMAR AND KHAYRAT IN OCTOBER 1976, 
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AND POSSIBLY OTHERS-RESULT OF INTERNAL POWER STRUGGLE AMONG 
FACTIONS IN REGIME WHICH EMPLOYING THEIR ASSETS IN SECURITY 
APPARATUS FOR ACTIONS INVOLVING VIOLENCE. 

2. ALAWITE MILITARY OFFICER TOLD ITALIAN EMBOFF JANUARY 6 
THAT HIS COUSIN HAD BEEN ASSASSINATED RECENTLY IN ALEPPO 
AND THAT TWO OTHER ALAWITE OFFICERS KILLED IN PAST FEW 
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DAYS. OFFICER SAID HE WORRIED ABOUT HIS OWN PERSONAL 
SAFETY AND EXHIBITED PISTOL HE CARRYING FOR PERSONAL PROTEC- 
TION. 

3. REGULAR SOURCE REPORTED BOMB EXPLOSION JANUARY 4 IN 
BUILDING BEHIND HEJAZ RAILWAY STATION DOWNTOWN DAMASCUS. 
SOURCE OBTAINED INFO FROM LAWYER WHOSE OFFICE AMONG THOSE 
DESTROYED BY BLAST. 

4. COMMENT: SPECULATION THAT SOME ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS 
MOTIVATED BY INTERNAL POWER STRUGGLE NOT YET PROVEN AND 
MUST BE ADDED TO THEORIES THAT IRAQIS AND/OR MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD 
BEHIND INCIDENTS. MUHAMMAD DUBBA IS BROTHER OF BRIG. ALI 
DUBBA, CHIEF OF MILITARY INTELLIGENCE. LATTER IS OF PRES. 

ASAD'S MOST TRUSTED LIEUTENANTS. 

MURPHY 
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